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the prayer-mills were kept going by the wind and the
lamas knelt on the praying boards and prayed. Mean-
while, the "official5" dogs also gathered round,
sniffing. . . . If the sick man showed signs of recovery
he was taken back to his home; if he died on the
"sick man's stone/5 the dogs immediately fell upon
him and tore him to pieces.

The National Government, immediately upon its
coming into power, forbade this type of "medical
treatment/3 and to-day the "sick man's stone" is only
a relic of the past.

The Silba Monastery has already been mentioned
in an earlier chapter, but the Breven Chit deserves a
separate paragraph here. This monastery lies on the
southern slope of the Holy Mountain and is not visible
from Urga. It is here that the lamas of the highest tank,
who are said to be initiated into the "secret sciences,"
have their being, and it is here, too, that Djenghis
Khan's sword and saddle have been kept for eight
centuries.

The monastery that maintains the closest contact
with the people is Dzun Chure, which houses the
lama scientists,, doctors, painters, metal-workers and
other artisans. It has the largest number of prayer-
mills round its fences, and passers-by may take shelter
from the rain, as well as pray, under the pointed little
roofs that protect the mills. Also the Cam Festival
at Dzun Chure is more brilliant and entertaining than
at other monasteries, and the people are allowed,
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